
 

 

Name: Pierre Henri Jean Marie De Champfeu 

Born 12 Jun 1894 Cherbourg, Manche 

Parents: Antoine Louis Léon De Champfeu and Marie Claire Brigitte de 

Nanteuil De La Norville 

Brother of Jacques Ferdinand Emile Marie De Champfeu 

Entered College at Notre Dame de Bon Secours de Jersey 1911 

Service: Sous-Lieutenant  4e RMZ (Regiment de Marche de Zouaves)  

Matricule recruitment   # 452, Seine 2e bureau, Class 1914 

Engaged voluntarily 28 Nov 1914 in Paris 7e for the 8e RCC at Orleans.  

Appointed sergeant, then house marshal. Left for the front May 1915.  

Appointed Brigadier 20 July 1915. 

Cadet Officer Saint-Cyr 1 Mar – 31 Jul 1916.  

Appointed Aspirant 1 Aug 1916 and assigned to the 13e RH. 

Requested transfer to the Infantry and assigned to the 4e RZ – refused to join the 

divisional Depot and went to the front 4 Aug 1917 as a Liaison Officer ahead of 

the Brigade.  Was appointed sous-lieutenant.  

Seriously injured 23 Oct 1917 during the attack on Fort de la Malmaison in 

Chavignon.  Right leg amputation in hospital. 

Transferred to Hospital in Paris from 2 Dec 1917 but developed tetanus 11 Dec 

and died on the 13 Dec.  

Awards: Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur, Croix de guerre (palme et étoile)  

Citation: Citation to the order of the Régiment "Brilliant officer with a high 
sense of duty and giving the whole regiment an example of the finest 

military qualities. On October 23, 1917, attacking an important enemy 

position, led his machine-gun section with his bravery and his usual 



passion, put the battery at the fixed point, and fell in full victory." 

Translated. 

 

Citation: Young submachine gunner, passed on his request from the cavalry 

to the Zouaves. On the night of May 23-24 was admired by his men who saw 

him for the first time under fire, for his courage, his calm, his cold 

clairvoyance. Responsible for defending a position violently beaten by 

enemy bombs, succeeded by maintaining his men at their posts, ready to open 

fire, until all danger of enemy attack was dismissed." 

 

 

Died: Died of Wounds 13 Dec 1917 in Hôpital bénévole 4bis, Paris 

Grave: Unknown – probably buried in a family grave 

Memorial: Remembered on the Church Memorial at Etretat, Seine-Maritime. 

Also remembered on the War Memorial at Cherbourg & the commemorative 

plaque in the Basilique Sainte Clotilde Paris.  
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Remembered on the Church Memorial in Etretat, Normandy 



 

Remembered on the War Memorial Cherbourg 



 

Remembered on the Commemorative Plaque  

Basilique Sainte Clotilde Paris 


