
 

Name: Marie Francois Joseph Auguste Pierre De Daran 

Born: 14 May 1879 Gimont, Gers 

Parents: Leon Victor Arthur De Daran & Marie Emilie Felicie Gabrielle De 

Bessieres. 

Jesuit Priest missionary who spent time in various Jesuit houses – was studying 

in Jersey (1901) 

Attached to the Catholic Mission in Madagascar 

Service:  Sergent 3e RIC (Regiment d’Infanterie Coloniale) 

Matricule au recrutement  #1453 Mirande (Gers), Class 1899    

Reformed during his military service, classified as auxiliary service in 

Madagascar 12 May 1914, then armed service 6 Jul 1915. 

Passed to the BIC from Smyrna to Antananarivo and directed to France on 23 

Feb 1915 

Incorporated into the Colonial Section of Nurses 20 Jul 1915 and assigned to 

the 4th RIC. Passed to the 53rd RIC 16 Oct 1915. (3rd RIC then 6th RIC, A.O. in 

February 1916 according to clergy records) 

Awards:  Medaille militaire (posthume), Croix de guerre (silver star) 

Citation: “Energetic and brave non-commissioned officer. Died gloriously for 
France, February 26, 1916, in the midst of his men. Croix de guerre with 

silver star” 

 

Died:  26 Feb 1916 at sea aboard Provence II when sunk by uc-35 off the Cape 

of Matapan,Greece in the Mediterranean Sea.  

 

Went down with the ship whilst giving general absolution during the sinking of 

the Provence II 



The French Auxiliary Cruiser was taking troops from France to Salonika when 

it was sunk on the 26 February 1916 by U-35 in the Mediterranean south of 

Cape Matapan.  Approx 1,000 lives were lost. 
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