
 

 

Name: Marie Joseph Roch Andre De Gailhard Bancel 

Jesuit Scholastic (cleric but not officially a priest as he had not taken final vows) 

Born: 10 Mar 1887 Marsilles, Bouches-du-Rhone 

Parents: Marie Roch Henry Hyacinthe De Gailhard Bancel & Marie Jeanne Alexandrine 

Bergasse. (Five sons served in WW1 – three died and one was seriously injured.) Marie Roch 

Henry Hyacinthe de Gailhard Bancel was Deputy of the Ardèche 1899-1910 and again 1912-

1924. 

He was living in Jersey in 1914.  Studied at the noviciate in Jersey as well as in Bollengo, 

Turin, Italy. He studied and received Licencie es Lettres in 1911 and was a teacher/professor 

and supervisor in various Jesuit Colleges in the UK and Italy. He was a former student of St 

Ignace College in Marseille, history student in the faculty of arts at the Catholic Institute of 

Paris. 

Service: Sous-Lieutenant  252e RI (Regiment d’Infanterie) 

Matricule au Recruitment # 488 Montelimar (Drome), Class 1905  

Recalled 3 Aug 1914 with the rank of sergeant (reserve) 

Left for the front on 21 Aug 1914 

Appointed second lieutenant  5 Oct 1914 

Lorraine, Grand Couronne de Nancy, Buissoncourt 25 Aug-25 Sep 1914 

Woevre, Seicheprey 27-28 Sep 1914,   

Mandres aux Quatre Tours, Mesnil-la-Tour Oct –Nov 1914 

St Baussant 12 Dec 1914 

Reported missing on 12 Dec 1914 

His body was found in August 1921 

His brother Pierre was lieutenant commandant of the same company and died on the same 

day within minutes of his brother’s death.  

 



Awards: Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur (posthume) & Croix de guerre (Palme & Silver 

Star) 

Citations:  “Gloriously fell on the field of honor” Translation 
 

To the order of the 68th DI (02/09/1915): "Was killed on December 12, 1914, 

while performing his duty, with admirable bravery and energy, attacking the 

German trenches north of the wood of Remières" Translation 

 

“Section head of exemplary courage, animated with the highest sense of 

duty. Gloriously killed at the head of his section, at the attack on Saint 

Baussant, 12 Dec 1914” Translation 

 

Death: Reported missing 12 Dec 1914 Saint Baussant, Meurth-et-Moselle  

(official death record says died 15 Dec 1914)  

Grave: Family Grave Allex, Drome 

His body was found in August 1921. The bodies of his two brothers Marie Roch Adrien 

Pierre De Gailhard-Bancel and Joseph Marie Roch Louis De Gailhard-Bancel were also 

recovered in 1921. A large funeral was held at the Cathedral in Valence on 16 Aug 1921 for 

the three brothers and they were buried together the next day in the family grave at Allex, 

Drome.  

Memorial:  Remembered on the War Memorial in the Cemetery at Allex, Drome and on the 

French Consulate WW1Board of Honour in Jersey (now located in St Thomas Church, St 

Helier, Jersey). 
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Remembered on the War Memorial in the Cemetery at Allex, Drome  - Buried in the Family 

Grave at Allex, Drome 



 

Served in the same Regiment with brother Pierre and died on the same day. 

Official death states he died 15 Dec 1914 but other records indicate he died 12 Dec 



 

Livre d’Or du Clerge et des congregations p.821-822 

 

 

His brothers Pierre De Gailhard-Bancel (L) and Louis De Gailhard Bancel (R) 

who were also killed in WW1 


