
Name: Gustave Leon Paul 

Born: 27 Nov 1889 Laval, Mayenne (year of birth is incorrect on Military 

Death record) 

Jesuit Scholastic – studied in Canterbury and Jersey and was examined at the 

French Consulate in Jersey in 1914. Previously exempt in 1911 from military 

service due to health issues. 

Parents: Julien Francois Paul & Marie Leontine Eugenie Rivault  

Service: Sergent 164e RI (Regiment d’Infanterie) 

Matricule au recrutement #676, Laval, Class 1909 

 

Examined at the French Consulate in Jersey 23 Oct 1914 – appealing the 

decision of Sep 9 1914 that he had been classified as being in the armed 

services.   

Classified as auxiliary service  

Incorporated into the 124th RI on 18 Feb 1915.  

Corporal Nurse on 7 Sep 1916. 

Classified as armed service and assigned to the 324th RI 8 Nov 1917. 

Sergeant  24 Jun 1918 

Passed to 164th RI on 9 Jul 1918. 
 

Awards: Military medal (27/11/1921), Croix de guerre with palm and Bronze 

and Silver stars 
 

Citation: by order of the brigade (Jun 1918), of the division (Aug 1918): 

"A remarkably cool non-commissioned officer, animated by the greatest 

spirit of sacrifice, who had already stood out for his bravery in the 

battles of June and August 1918. Fell gloriously for France on October 3, 

1918, in front of Royère's farm, training his men to attack enemy 

positions." (Translated) 

 

“Example of duty and self-denial; superb audacity and courage in battle. 

Voluntary support for the most perilous missions, was particularly 

distinguished” (Translated) 

 

Died: KIA 3 October 1918 La Royere Farm, Filain, Aisne  

 

Grave: Unknown 

Memorial: Remembered on the Memorial Plaque in the Cathedral at Laval, 

Mayenne and on the French Consulate WW1 Board of Honour in Jersey (now 

located in St Thomas Church, St Helier, Jersey). 
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Memorial Plaque in the Cathedral at Laval. 

Gustave Leon Paul was a Jesuit Scholastic but may have been advanced in his 

studies to have been regarded as a cleric. He was also a Sergent not a Corporal.  

(Possible confusion with another soldier with a similar name given his formal 

death judgement gave the wrong date of birth) 

 


