
 

 

Name: Jean Berchmans Marie Anne RUELLAN 

Known as Berchmans Ruellan. 

Born: 21 Aug 1890 Paramé, Ille-et-Vilaine, France   

Parents: Jules Marie Ruellan & Marguerite Marie Julie De Rivau 

Jean Berchmans Ruellan was one of 18 children (15 living at the start of WW1.)  

Ten Ruellan brothers served in WW1 and 6 of them died.  It is claimed that this 

is the largest number of French siblings to have died in military service from 

one family.   Another brother Xavier also died ten years later due to health 

problems related to gas poisoning suffered in WW1.  

Entered College at Notre Dame de Bon Secours de Jersey in 1903 

Service: Lieutenant 23e BCA (Bataillion de Chasseurs Alpins) 

Matricule au Recrutment   #74, Saint Malo (Ille-et-Vilaine), Class 1910  

1914 Brigadier 29e RD (Regiment de Dragons) 

Oct 1914 Marechal des Logis  

Passed to Infantry at his request  

Promoted Sous-lieutenant 23e B.C.A. October 1916  

Promoted Lieutenant May 1918  

Awards: Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, Croix de guerre (palme, bronze 

star) and Medaille Italienne 



Citation: To the order of the army: "fell gloriously during the 
action, while standing in the midst of his fighters, he sought 

to spot German machine guns that stopped our progress. Officer 

of high moral value and admirable hold on fire." 

 

Died: KIA 31 May 1918 Dickebusch, Belgium 

Grave: Cimetière Militaire Lijsenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Province 

de Flandre Occidentale, Belgium - Section 33, Row 4, Grave 20 

Memorial: Remembered on the War Memorial at Parame, Ille-et-Vilaine 

  

 

GRAVE 

Cimetière Militaire Lijsenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium  

Section 33, Row 4, Grave 20 
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Remembered on the War Memorial at Parame, Ille-et-Vilaine 

  



                                                        The Six Brothers of the Ruellan Family 

                                                               “Mort Pour La France” in WW1 

 

 

 

Louis Alexandre Marie Anne Ruellan 
Born 13 Aug 1878 St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 

Capitaine 308e Regiment d’Infanterie 
Mort Pour La France 22 Nov 1916 Ablaincourt-Pressor, Somme 

Grave: Family Grave Cemetiere Communal Campsegret 
Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur, Croix de guerre 

Jules (Julius) Marie Anne Ruellan  
Born 5 Jan 1874 St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 
Capitaine 93e Regiment d’Infanterie 

Mort Pour La France 1 Oct 1918  Ste Marie a Py 
Grave: Necropolie Nationale de Saint Menehould Grave 5245 

Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur, Croix de guerre (palme) 
Priest – Vicaire a Argenteil 

Andre Marie Anne Ruellan 
Born 13 Oct 1885 St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 

Sergent 7e Regiment d’Infanterie Coloniale 
Mort Pour La France 16 May 1915  Ville Sous-Taube Marne 

Grave: Necropolie Nationale de Saint Menehould Grave 5246 
Medaille Militaire, Croix de guerre (palm and silver star) 



 

 

 

Jean Berchmans Marie Anne Ruellan 
Born 21 Aug 1890 St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 

Lieutenant  23e Batalion de Chasseurs Alpin 
Mort Pour La France 31 May 1918 Mont-Kemmel, Belgium 

 Grave: Cimetiere Militaire Poperinghe Lyssenthoek P2R4 Grave 20 
Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (posthume) &  

Croix de guerre (palme and bronze star) 

Bernard Joseph Louis Ruellan 
Born 16 Mar 1888 St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 

Adjudant Chef Regiment 3e Regiment de Zouaves 
Mort Pour La France 17 Feb 1915 Frevent, Pas de Calais 

 Grave: Carré militaire 'FREVENT', Pas de Calais Row 1 Grave 9  
Medaille Militaire, Croix de guerre 



 

 

 

 

 

Henri Marie Anne Ruellan 
Born 17 Oct 1892 Parame, St Malo, Ille et Vilaine 

Brigadier 7e Regiment d’Infanterie 
Mort Pour La France 27 Feb 1916 Vauquois 

Grave: Necropolie Nationale de Saint Menehould Grave 5247 
Medaille Militaire & Croix de guerre (silver star)  


