Name: Marie Joseph Martial Albert Tombelaine

Born: 24 Apr 1894, Azuaga, Spain

Attended College at Notre Dame de Bon Secours in Jersey

Parents: Alexandre & Marie Louise Tombelaine

Service: Sous-lieutenant 276¢ RAC (Regiment d’Artillerie de Campagne)
Matricule au recrutement #384 Seine 4e bureau Paris Class 1914

Passed 28 RA 7 Nov 1914,

Brigadier 1 Jan 1915; Marechal des Logis 22 Mar 1915;

Passed 5 RA; Passed 28 RA 23 May1917; Sous Lieutenant 17 May 1917. Passed 5e RA
Group.

Sous lieutenant in the 276e Field Artillery Regiment of the Moroccan Division.

Killed on January 8, 1918, in Flirey. The observatory from which he directed the fire of his
battery being surrounded by the shells of the enemy, he made the soldiers who surrounded
him take shelter and, sure of his imminent death, continued the adjustment of the fire until he
was hit by a full-blown shell.

Awards: Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur & Croix de guerre

Citations: To the Order of the Regiment: “Room leader constantly giving his
men the example of absolute contempt for danger.” Translated

To the Order of the Army: “Officer of remarkable courage. Went, in the
morning of January 8, 1918, to a front-line observatory spotted by the
enemy. Despite a violent bombardment, adjusted his battery and breached

enemy networks. Killed while observing the efficiency fire of his battery”
Translated

Death: Died of Wounds 8 Jan 1918 Bois Jury, Seicheprey, Meurthe-et-Moselle
(Wounded by shrapnel at Bois Jury and arrived deceased at the Hospital Gama de Toul)

Grave: Necropole Nationale Choloy-Menillot, Meurthe-et-Moselle Grave 1660



Grave 1660 Necropole Nationale Choloy-Memillot, Meurthe-et-Moselle

Newspaper Report in Jersey Press

News has reached the island that two more young men schooled at Highlands College have been killed in action.
Their names add to a sadly growing school roll of honour and serve to remind islanders of the wide-ranging cost of
war on all Jersey’s various communities.

Twenty-three-year-old Albert Marie Tombelaine, who served as a lieutenant in the 276e Regiment d’Artillerie, died of
his wounds at a military hospital in Laval on 9 January 1918. Aspirant Gerard Babin de Lignac was killed in Italy on
12 December 1917 fighting with the 70e Bataillon de Chasseurs Alpins, aged 21-years-old.

Both attended Jersey's Notre Dame de Bon Secours College, a Jesuit teaching institution established in the island
at the end of the 19th century. Having purchased the property known as ‘Highlands’, the Jesuits constructed a large
school and ornate chapel on the hillside overlooking St Helier. Since the start of the war, many of the college’s
former pupils and a number of its teachers have joined the French armed forces, serving on all fronts. These latest
deaths bring the number who have died in the service of their country to over 50.
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